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In- Wetzel poured out his horren- 
f ear e f t ^ e dous tale. 

1 j»d hun,e n Vnight Blank, a backwoodsman with 
cowW-O" with a shrewd business sense, 
legend. listened patiently. He knew of 
Jonathan coal outcroppings in the district 
„ f y Wetzel and realized that Wetzel’s 

1 alone Dunkard terrifying experience had been 
** western Pennsyl- nothing more than an outcrop- 
£«s Propping his ping fire. But he pretended 
5 some ’rocks’* ignorance, drawing out the 
flu vicinity, he and details of the location of this 
man settled down for particular outcropping from 
t Suddenly, however. Wetzel. At the same time he 
l> under the kettle encouraged Wetzel to believe 
' j and give off light, that it was really the devil he 
H-smelling smoke, had encountered. So that 
jfi mind this curious Wetzel and Long Arms might 
■ clejriy a defend themselves more effi- 
r* the devil's ciently against the devil. Blank 
L-. . sent them off with gifts ot 

* rom ,hc r'fic- a load of powder, a ho* 1 '- 

CL * n undigni- knife, and a tomahawk. T *. 

Arms two hunters safely out ot 111 

p* tlu , r . r 1,,n K way. Blank located the onM' 1 

p Wf|w iu *nk\ pmg amt *,ct hiniscll U P 

l business as a coal l, l nr \.. 

•dniiucd, rCoal Dust on the 


^5 

eitip 

as miiicts, 
^, ce mine 
Rlv er near 
The Richn 
factories t 
for the Co 
for many 
maimainei 
coastwise 
was comf 



Rates Pear] Bu 
Gather, 

beek, Faulkner 




new on ^ ear ^ 
R£ „ rated with Cather, 
ijiji and Faulkner. 
Clamed tills from the 
[Our special AP. not the 
gift'd press AP. but the 
[jiffusers. That's an un¬ 
sized organization of 
Ins who comb the papers 
read for little things about 
t Virginia and dip them 
rend them to Hillbilly, 
ic of these, Bob Barnes of 
Imic, N. C. was reading 
ihadotre Observer's Book 
1 P*ge when he noted a 
\ of (he new and post- 
B wot of Pearl Buck It 
mtfen hv Robert Gold- 

Coll^ fCd c Emory and 
Ann i®* English pro- 

wSyLr*”" 

J line nd ct' read 

*»Jy* * h »‘ h 

»g i ^ r has been 
1™™ »* Nobel 


Since her death in 1973 

*2"? of “ s m *y have forgotten 
what a fine, perceptive writer 

Pear t BU n k was - Ahhough she 
won the Pulitzer for her novel 

The Good Earth” and later 
was the first American woman 
to receive the Nobel Prize for 
Literature, Mrs. Buck never 
was properly appreciated by 
ttie critics. Her style was 
simple* direct and rich, but not 
innovative enough to provoke 
comment. 

This posthumous collection 
of short stories, “The Woman 
Who Was Changed and Other 
Stories, “ deserves our serious 
attention. The title story or 
novella is both timelv and 
timeless. “The Woman Who 
Was Changed“ is the account 
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CHESTNUT ORCHARD 
By Louise McNeill 

Saturday morning — no school today. 
And we are up in the smoky dawn. 
Hunting our sugar pokes from the press. 
Putting our heavy stockings on. 


Up the path to the chestnut grove, 

Over the fence — first you, then !, 

Acres of leaves for our scuffling feet, 

And the rich burrs open against the sky. 


A stick for you and a stick for me — 

Sticks to scatter the leaves that hide — 

Then the shining nuts with their silver tails, 

And we bend and pick from the brown-hillside. 


Plenty for you and plenty for me, 

And a bushel left for the gray squirrel’s store. 
And all that morning the squirrels and we. 

In our golden house with its leafy floor. 


Saturday morning — no school today. 

This last gold harvest before the snow — 
Let us go to the chestnut trees. 

It is Saturday morning and we must go. 


Back through the years beyond time and space, 

On a hill by a dream — wc will find that place. 

the great trees standing, untouched by blight, 
hi the silver fog and the golden light. 



In the "Saturdit Evening Post." From the 
HIM,** Reprinted by permission of West 

jr Iomulillwi, Inc. 
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-At 66 I am anting and 
burning an* 1 pulling my poor 
flfaV head with impossible 
fmag« and rhymes!" 

Louise McNeil! was born and 
„ rew up on a farm in 
Pocahontas County four miles 
from Hillsboro, where another 
famous writer. Pearl S. Buck, 
was borit. In later years Miss 
McNeill and Mrs. Buck came 
io know each other, and 
occasionally met at literary 
functions; but the two never 
became close friends. After 
returning to America from 
China, Mrs. Buck lived var¬ 
iously in New York, 
Pennsylvania, and Vermont, 
visiting West Virginia only 
rarely. 

The McNeill farm of some 
100 acres had been in the 
family since 1769 . Sheep and 
cattle and the usual crops were 
raised. The farm is still j n 
mily hands, being operated 
Jm* ^ MrS ‘ McNei,, ‘ s brother 

Mis* McNeill had a model 
unusual achievement and 

her E**‘ cv 5 n for wr *ting, in 
*»v n *" tr McNeill 

tf r,f Mr| Iy i ,f yeoman farm- 

'Unt™ * l ' <> * teacher He 
lai rr * Master's degree. 
fr, chfed aii honorary 
**• and eventuaItv he 
of the Social 


f C !f 1 ™CH .Apartment at Davis 
nd Elkins College. He also 

SVh,°" , st “ ri “ “" had 

t>ook privately printed. 
th ” ,ss M cN eiII determined at 

the age of 16 to be a p«rV! 

[™ ln . ed ' however, to become a 
teacher, and tended to keen 

her academic life separate from 

^o eacb 1 " V riting - “* wamcd 
' i each ' , sbe said, "so l could 

make an honest living. 1 never 
wanted to stand * on ml 
poetry/* y 

Her first book of poems 
came out in a limited edition 
when she was only 19 . A few 
years later she was ambitiously 
submitting her work to the 
'"biggies/' She would type up 
copies of her poems on a 
battered typewriter that had 
belonged to her father, then 
walk to the country post office 
and mail them to leading 
literary magazines of the day, 
such as “American Mercury" 1 
and the “Atlantic Monthly/' 
She figured she had nothing to 
lose by getting rejection slips* 
Before long she began having 
poems accepted* And she won 
a poetry prize that brought her 
national attention* 

An instructor of hers at 
Miami University in Ohio* 
Waller Havtghurst* with whom 
shv Mill corresponds after 41 
vear*. *a\ Influential in direct¬ 
ing her attention and efforts to 
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poetry of a narrative and his¬ 
torical nature. He himself 
became a published novelist 
and historian. He gave her the 
idea for the structure of her 
first major book, “Gauley 
Mountain.” which she wrote in 
six months by the light of an oil 
lamp and a wood fire, while 
teaching by day in a two-room 
school at Buckeye, West 
Virginia. “Gauley Mountain" 
was accepted and published by 
Harcourt, Brace & Company in 
1939. 

Besides Havighurst and his 
wife Marion, Miss McNeill 
received helpful advice through 
the years from Archibald 
MacLeish, Louis Untermeyer, 
and Edwin Ford Piper, At the 
Bread Loaf School of English in 
Middlebury, Vermont, she took 
a workshop in writing conduct¬ 
ed by Robert Frost, who 
expressed admiration for her 
poetry. A fellow student whom 
she met at Bread Loaf, Roger 
Pease, became her husband. 

Louise McNeill has continu¬ 
ed to have her poems publish- 
■j i — - 


LOUISE McNEllX 
Poet Laureate 


able to write in free verse, and 
also to use rhyme and meter. I 
want to be able to write about 
subjects gritty and hard as well 
as lovely things. I want to write 
about stones and stars.” 

Another statement: “1 do not 
find logic, accuracy, and clarity 
a fault in this era of distorted 
symbols and the utter con¬ 
fusion of confusion with art! 

"Poetry is slowly changing." 
she says, and she hopes tor the 
better. 


Speaking as one poet to 
^ MtjUUut It ie thill nits 
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tht' vciirs from Archibald 
MacUtsh, Louis Unicrmevcr. 
*.1 vicl Edwin Ford Piper, At’the 
Bread Loaf School of English in 
Middlebury*Vermont, she took 
n workshop in writing conduct¬ 
ed by Robert Frost, who 
expressed admiration for her 
poetry. A fellow student whom 
she met at Bread Loaf. Roger 
Pease* became her husband, 
Louise McNeill has continu¬ 
ed to have her poems publish¬ 
ed in outstanding periodicals. 
A major collection of her work 
was "Paradox Hill: From Ap¬ 
palachia to Lunar Shore” 
(West Virginia University Li¬ 
brary, 1972), In addition to 
“Elderberry Flood/* another 
book is in preparation* 

When asked who some of 
her favorite poets were, Miss 
McNeill named Dylan Thomas 
and James Dickey* Of the older 
poets “there are so many/* 
but she cited Keats, Shelley, 
and Milton. The epic “Para¬ 
dise Lost” is one of her 
favorite poems. 

“Appalachia is alive artis¬ 
tically/* she declares with 
enthusiasm, but she eschews a 
narrow regionalism. ”Appala¬ 
chia is also America/’ she 
says. She considers herself to 
be not only an Appalachian but 
an American and a citizen of 
the world. One of her most 
powerful and moving poems, 
“To the Boys in Freshman 
History,” concerns the famous 
battle of Thermopylae between 
Greeks and Persians in 480 
B,C 

M | haven’t wanted rcstric- 
luirii of geography, of subject 
matter, of form. I want to be 


L,c ID Write about 

subject, gritty and hard as w e « 
askwely things. 1to write 
about stones and starv” 

Another statement; “l do not 
rind logic, accuracy, and clarity 
a fault m this era ol distorted 
symbols and the utter con- 
fusion of confusion with art 1 " 
“Poetry is slowly changing.” 
she says, and she hopes for the 
better. 


Speaking as one poet to 
another* "What it is thai hits 
us i do not know; but it does 
hit ys- We axe hooked. It a 
joy in itself and, yes, some¬ 
times an agony." 

She and her husband have 
both suffered from illnesses in 
recent years* but are presently 
in good health. They live 
quietly in a one-story brick 
house attractively furnished. If 
visitors come* they may enjoy 
freshly baked biscuits at a cozy 
afternoon tea. 

Mrs. McNeill describes her¬ 
self as “a very religious 
person*** as is evident from 
such poems as her “Nursery 
Song for the Atomic Age/* She 
declines* however* to discuss 
her religious faith in con¬ 
versation, considering that a 
private matter. 

Her final comments are on 
the later years of life. “There 
is no use to theorize on what 
one should do in old age, The 
thing is to do it. Therefore Vm 
not saying that people ought to 
do so and so in old age. I am 
trying to work* and I hope to 
continue working, because to 
me work is life* and life ■* 
work. And work is plsy '• > ou 


like It." 
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weidiieu nrsiory or the 11,000 acres of I 
the CASS, West Va. logging empire i 
which became the Snowshoe ski resort. 

■*#******♦*-ft**** 

Camps, skidders, tram operations 
3 MAPS, rosters, photos, drawings 

it-***-*#*-***-***** 

Dr. George Deike Accurate brief history of the entire 250 
Box 108 mile railroad logging operation, with 

Cass, West Va. map. 54 pages, S3.00 plus 40c postage 
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MOTHER ANNA 

d:zd a most bitter person in 
1948- 

Now comes Professor John- 
son, whose specialty is psy- 
chohistory and who pored over 
Jarvis family documents in 


~~ MAy l **' ~ 13 

■ largely unconscious — ambi- 
' valent feelings toward her .' 1 

The exact nature of the 
( J||H| antagonism is unclear* al 
though the professor points to 
\0& such details as ivirs, Jarvis ^ 

refusal to let her aughter 
leave home to work n Phil- 
adelphia. 14 The mot he dutch* 
r ** ed at the daughter/* Professor 

Hfer 1 JbL Johnson said, but hatever 

““ hostility Anna felt to s trd her 

mother was replacer with a 
worshipful adoration. 


"QUOTE" 

United Press fatten Tonal 

Senate Democrat leadet 
Robert C, Byrd foun a letter 
slipped under bis o- ;e door 
when he came in for his 
regular weekend press con- 
DAUGHTER ANNA ference. He read it to the 

reporters* 

Grafton, W, Va. “To Senator Bob Byrd/' he 

What he found was that began, and then pau d* 
“Anna created a memorial to f4 I wish they'd call me 
an idealized image of her * Robert 1 down there/ he said, 
mother because she could not The letter was sign d ' Jim- 
deal with her own — perhaps my Carter / 1 
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a most bitter person in 

v comes Professor John- 
whose specialty is psy- 
■tory and who pored over 
family documents in 
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DAUGHTER ANNA 


Grafton, W. Va. 

What he found was that 
“Anna created a memorial to 
an idealized image of her 
mother because she could not 
deal with her own — perhaps 


largely unconscious — ambi¬ 
valent feelings toward her.” 

The exact nature of the 
antagonism is unclear, al 
though the professor points to 
such details as Mrs. Jarvis’s 
refusal to let her daughter 
leave home to work n Phil¬ 
adelphia. ’’The motht clutch¬ 
ed at the daughter,** Professor 
Johnson said, but hatever 
hostility Anna felt tov. ird her 
mother was replaced with a 
worshipful adoration. 

“QUOTE* - 

United Prcti Inters >onal 

Senate Democrats ieadn 
Robert C. Byrd foum a letter 
slipped under his 01 re door 
when he came in for his 
regular weekend pr ,s con¬ 
ference. He read il to the 
reporters, 

“To Senator Bob Byrd,” he 
began, and then pau *d. 

“I wish they'd call me 
‘Robert’ down there, he said. 

The letter was sign d “Jim¬ 
my Carter.” 
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New Laureate 
Tickles Jay 

When the American poet 
Stephen Vincent Benet read 
Louise McNeill’s “Gauley 
Mountain” he said, “There’s 
a new voice in the land. Last 
week that new voice came to 
Charleston to accept the office 
of Poet Laureate. She read 
from her new book, and it must 
be a very funny book because it 
broke Governor Jay Rocke¬ 
feller up. The superimposed 
poem, however, isn’t from her 
new “Elderberry Flood,” but 
from her earlier success, 
“Gauley Mountain/ 1 More in 
Book Chats, page IS. 






A WEAKLY PUB1 irATirwa 


The Giulry mail vi j\ overdue 
When Jed nhn was tt> drive n through 
Cheat Mnumjin Pass to Staunton Run 
Gi*i '■pccul word ffrtut Washington^ 

Iri vi Inch a postal cterk inquired 
H liv Mr K^nc who hid been hired 
To drive the course ar post haste nre 
Was not in vcr. though three months late. 

And now on a high-gbzed marble wall 
In the potnl building Jed Kane A scrawl 
Hanc* framed m silver. "Respected Sir, 

You ask the reason and this be her - 

If the gable end Slowed out of hell 

Straight into the dfdrs of a that fell 

Last fall on ihc nrns hum point of Cheat 
U would rake rill Easter for brimstone heat 
To melt a horsepath So I remarn 
Your obd* svt . Jcdson Kane 













The Gaulcv ma,J „ „ ovcr<Jut 

" hcn " ho « a, ro drive .. 

Cheat Mountain P,„ to 

C-t special word frnm u^mgton 

In «Inch a postal clerk inquired' 

In Mr. K.inc who had l*cn hired 

O drive the coui^e ,r p,,„ haste rne 

“ no, in yet. though three months late 


And non on a high-gla/ed marble wall 
In the postal building Jed Kane's scrawl 
Hangs framed in silver. • Respected Sir, 

' ou ask rhc reason and this be her- 

II the gable end biowed out of hell 

Straight into the drifts of a snow that fell 
Last fall on the ram’s horn point of Cheat 

' U0U ^ ,J * ic Laster for brimstone heat 
' ° mtlt 1 horsepath. So I remain. 

'ourobdt. svt., Jedson Kane.” 
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Cass Plans Unveiled 


ti 
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Governor Rockefeller un¬ 
veiled plans May 12 to re¬ 
store the historic town of Cass 
— plans which, in his words, 
“will offer the public the best 
piece of Americana that can be 
found in the rugged, colorful 
logging history of this part of 
the country.” 

Speaking at dedication cer¬ 
emonies of the new depot at the 
Cass Scenic Railroad, the Gov¬ 
ernor said,' “Our plans for Cass 
are ambitious.” 

Rockefeller said work on the 
first major project to be under¬ 
taken — construction of a sew¬ 
age treatment system to serve 
the Pocahontas County town — 
will begin July !, and work 
on a water system should start 
soon thereafter. 

Other historic restoration 
plans, according to the Gover¬ 
nor, include: 


—a museum depicting West 
Virginia's timber industry his- 
incorporating part of the 
oWCaMMiH; 


01 the Town Hall, 

— 

u 


determination to see it succeed. 
And, we’re going to use every 
resource available to us." the 
Governor said. 

Rockefeller added that while 
work is proceeding on the sew¬ 
age treatment plant, workers 
from the Young, Adult Con¬ 
servation Corps will be reno¬ 
vating buildings in the town. 

Today marks the beginning 
of the 16th year of operation for 
the Cass Scenic Railroad. Since 
1963, almost 750,000 people 
have ridden on the railroad, the 
Governor said. 

“Our reputation as a 
people . . .the reputation of the 
railroad . . . the reputation of 
West Virginia as a state brim¬ 
ming with wholesome, family 
recreation opportunities, is 
growing rapidly,” Rockefeller 
said. 

He continued, “We have be¬ 
come a nation whose people are 
spending more and more of 
their leisure time in search of 
history — in search pf our roots, 
if you will. 

"And to the extent that we’re 
willing to provide authentic op- 
upport unities for understanding 
that history, we re providing 
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The History of the 
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By William P- McNeel 
PARTS 

The nC w schedule listed 
stops above Marlinton at Har¬ 
per. Clover Lick, Forrest, and 
Cass. Again there was an im- 
provement in speed with tne 
train leaving Ronceverte at 
7:45. arriving at Marlinton at 
10:35 and Cass at 11:15. The 
return trip began at 1:45 for a 
5:55 arrival at Ronceverte. 
Service was still six days a 
week. The train also acquired 
new cards in June and was now 
composed of a combination 
mail and baggage car and two 
day coaches. 

Having reached the major 
objective at Cass, the Con¬ 
struction of the line on to the 
Forks of the Greenbrier and 
the new town of Durbin was 
done at a more leisurely pace. 
Durbin was not reached until 
1902 with passenger service 
being extended there on May 
26. 


hi* 


d 


Uf 


The year 1902 closed with 
"ne or the more fascinating 
chapters in the history of the 
Greeny Ra.Jway. OUr 0Wn 

ni fSTt*" * . 11 b “P i( y that 

£ know ’S lil • lr ° b * bl >’ "»l 
.. ■* <hi» date. The 

- V*P*" 

Dorfctn »hi. , y e *»* of 

mu be bZii°! , l y . one ril,roid 

r, Pensc A Hh F-** 
mtmd line would 


have to bridge the river at | east 
twice or do considerable exca¬ 
vating, In June, 1902, John T. 
McGraw and associates incor¬ 
porated the Greenbrier, Mo- 
nongahela and Pittsburgh Rait_ 
road to build a railroad from 
Durbin to Point Marion 
Pennsylvania. At this time' 
also, plans were underway to 
erect a large tannery above the 
narrows. In September the 
G.M. and P, filed a plat at the 
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Passenger engine at Mariinton. 

Court House detailing their the tannery business a 
ro Jj re Durbin to Bartow access to timber developmei 
and deeds were recorded for on the East Fork. They read 

e right-of-way through the in the classic way of the mov 

, and on Saturday night, Odol 
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Passenger engine at Mariinton. 


Court House detailing their 
route from Durbin to Bartow 
and deeds were recorded for 
the right-of-way through the 
narrows. 

At this point the C&O seems 
to have noticed they might lose 


the tannery business an 
access to timber developmen 
on the East Fork. They react* 
in the classic way of the movi 
and on Saturday night, Octob 
4, moved a crew of men 

[On Page 5 
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J feeding and sewe/th® p0wdl ‘ r 
h stenliz *l cotton threa d ! arePr Ves ’ 
reported that after debt k 

'KV^***^ *• 

'P his room and called »?! r und| 
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I^ 

|K" .,„ troubled young man per- 
WU^Lied eight-hour abdominal 

in an effort 10 reduce 
E*W wB lM journal of the American 

ESS re p° rts ' 

P u ffaiin 4 University of Wiscort. 
I** rlS , describes the case in the 
g?~ saving he believes it is the 
Ej«je in medical history. 

t ajar-old man. using mirrors and 
,j"ji surgical equipment, opened his 
£1 ji;fl tried to sever the nerves to his 
If,Siat, which influences sexual and 
in feelings. He d/d this two months 
irgrcjlly removing his own testicles, 
si said. 

jwiifni's self-taught understanding 
ai concepts.is impressive,” Kalin 
i to mention his application of this i 


The enVX , vessels - the article said. 

patient recover* '* and ,be 

Sa * d . man 8 history of mental 
feinting to apparent aioal dijorf” 
* n t0 ^ doctors he was attempting 
I! ™ ieve hj s “mental illness" by attempting 
denervate his adrenal glands." He denied 
^ was a transsexual or wished surgically to 
change his sex but took daily doses of female 
hormones to suppress his male sexual emo¬ 
tions. 
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Off It } ourself Operation 


(From Page 5J 

would immediately see through the 
thing and laugh it right out of the 
papers. 

^ When I caught up with him, he said. 

Look, I don t mind giving you the 
technical information, and telling you 
how it could be done. But 1 don't want 
my name connected with it in any way. 
After all. there is such a thing as 
medical ethics/' 

The next Sunday the doctor brought 
some books and his wife up to my 
house and as they sat in the room 
talking about us, Doc and I went to the 
kitchen, where we mixed us up a 
couple and he opened up the books and 
started explaining things, and it wasn't 
long before l had my idea on a rather 
firm foundation. 

Looking at the story now, after all 
these years, 1 am amazed how logical it 
all was, this treatise on removing one’s 
own appendix. And surgeons, several 
of them, have said that a person's 
survival chances would be just as good 
as on their own operating table* Or 
almost* 

4 ‘You don't need as many things as 
doctors use. We have to have quite a 
formidable layout for the customer to 
see. It gives him confidence just before 
he goes to sleep, and something to 
remember when he wakes up and gets 
the MIL'* 

He enumerated: 1 single-edged razor 
blade He said the one with the flange 
f *n it. w ai to serve as depth gauge, 
io keep at from removing any 
kin port an I mm trial, 

1 tibletp.K.nt with handle» bent an 
inch and a-hall from the end to serve 
*i retractors litrrmdy fat people, he 
Hid, should bend handles one Inch 
farther from the end. 

I pair eyebrow tweem* 


And what is the worth of a medical or I 
surgical dissertation without a plate? 
The glossy page in the book with the 
picture on it, Labeled plate one, plate | 
two, plate three, and so forth. 

So I needed a plate and 1 stopped the 
press and wondered what to use. I 
didn't want to get in trouble with the 
Postmaster-General again by violating 
postal regulations relative to decency 
and all that stuff, by showing the ex¬ 
posed area for an appendix operation. 
But then it came to me what to do. The 
Venus de Milo! She has been declared 
art. and therefore couldn't violate any 
postal regulations, and the exposed 
area was just exactly right. So 1 found a 
good copy, lined off the place for the 
incision, labeled it "Plate I* Follow the 
dotted line from a to b." 

That is the story, and it was good 
because as 1 say, it served its satiric 
purpose. And it went over with my 
readers. They said something slightly 
between humph and huh, and in 
Richwood that is about as high a praise 
as an editor can get. 

That should have been the end of the 
story, but it wasn't. Some weeks after 
the thing, the phone rang, 

1 knew it was something unusual, 1 
could tell because the girt who came to 
get me was pale and nervous* "It's the 
Associated Press/’ she whispered. And 
then I grew place and felt myself 
trembling. "It's Charleston, 1 sup¬ 
pose/ 1 I said. But she grew a shade 
paler and trembled even more. ,4 No/‘ 
she managed to say. "New York/' 

And it was. 1 heard the man say to 
the operator, <+ l want to speak with Jim 
Comstock, in Richwood. West Virgin¬ 
ia/' I gulped and said, "This is he." 

The man said, "Operator, operator! 
You have given me Richmond, 
Virginia. I want RlehwonA Weal 



then I 


He enumerated: 1 single-edged razor 
blade. He said the one with the flange 
on it* so as to serve as depth gauge* 
and to keep it from removing any 
important material. 

2 tablespoons with handles bent an 
ineh-and-a-half from the end to serve 
as retractors. Extremely fat people, he 
said* should bend handles one inch 
farther from the end. 

1 pair eyebrow- tweezers, 

I spring clothespin. 

8 regular needles, inch-and*a*half in 
length, threaded with size 49 ONT 
thread. 

J-5cc glass barreband-plunger 
syringe with 26-gauge* 2 inch needle 
attached, 

I roll adhesive tape. 

1 pair rubber gloves. 

I bottle of alcohol. (Virginia Gentle¬ 
man, perferably.) 

I or two sponges. Some towels. 

1 detective story. 

'"Remove the mirror from the car and 
fasten it to the ceiling right over the 
dining room table. Get the family out 
for the afternoon. Pack them to a movie 
or let 'em dig ramps. Scoot down under 
the mirror and get to work/* 

He explained the detective story, 
■'Only thing a hospital ever gives a 
patient to read/* he said. Then he said 
something else. "Have a towel count* 
You would be surprised how many 
towels we lose. The hospital always 
charges them against us, and we must 
have the patient back for corrective 
tutgery /' 

th^rr wai more, of course* but 
lhat was vital to the story. I 

fc,*rd l ." P ,hr‘r.™' ' l ,he P “ PCr * nd 

It *2**? ■ n<J ■hook my 

kCMtacthinu n l* *?Uht r There wi<t 
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“ 4w| 515' but “her awhile 


grew 


and felt myself 


place 

trembling, /'Its Charleston; fVJp- 
pose* I said. But she grew a shade 
paler and trembled even more. ' No " 
she managed to say, “New York." ’ 

And it was. 1 heard the man say to 
the operator. "1 want to speak with Jim 
Comstock* in Riehwood, West Virgin¬ 
ia/ 1 I gulped and said, “This is he/' 

The man said* ' Operator, operator! 
You have given me Richmond* 
Virginia. 1 want Riehwood. West 
Virginia/’ 

I then said. “Okay* this is him/' and 
he said, “Oh* hello. Are you the 
editor?" 

He said he had a dipping that looked 
as if it might have come from my 
newspaper* only he doubted it, because 
it dealt with the idea that a person 
could remove his own appendix, and he 
was quite sure that a paper wouldn't do 
that. 

1 asked him why not, and he asked 
was I kidding? I certainly wouldn’t 
advocate such a thing* would I? And 1 
asked was he kidding to think that 1 
was kidding? The thing was just satire, 
something to rid the world of an evil, 
and I told him all about it* "Then you 
weren’t serious," he said* 1 said of 
course not* 

"Well," he said, "the Associated 
Press would like to use it. You know 
what the Associated Press is* don't 
you? It takes things from other papers 
and sends them out all over the 
world/* 

I told him each man had his own kind 
of larceny and would he go on. He said 
he wanted to put my “proposal" on the 
wire, but first he wanted my 
permission to change it some. I asked 
why change it* and then I found out 
after a week or so, I got a whole 
wastehaskerful of clippings from people 
from till over (he United States. He had 
^-hanged it all right. The Asaocifttcd 
Fresi* hod taken « minor masterpiece 
and realty ruined it, Faeh omtmarm&h 
sianed off win, nomethin* 
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suddenlv one day. I found out that the 
Associated Press was right. Maybe you 
can't fool around with people. Maybe 
you do have to draw a picture when you 
pUv with satire* . 

I got a letter from England: 

13 South Street 
Brighton 1. Sussex England 
Dear Mr. Comstock: 
t am taking the liberty of writing you 
about an article in your newspaper 
which appeared on or about the 6th of 
November entitled “You Can Remove 
Vour Own Appendix*' 1 
l heard about the article from a 
relative who has been fortunate enough 
tD Jwc and settle down in America. 
Here in England there is a socialized 
medicine scheme* as you know* where 
you don't pay anything for an 
but you run the risk of dying 
before your nam* rnm.-« .. n 
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country famed for fatSS 
the point. I had 
self-mutilation at if ? 
Brighton, England, that 
sat down and wrote and sen Z 
^tter to the police depin, 
Brighton* England. 

Hurry around to 13 Scuifi 
The life you save might bi fat- 
J. W,C. Fox,” I wrote. 

Then l checked the 
Publisher's guide to news,, 
world, picked out the more 
sounding name of a paper» 
and wrote them a letter. J s*J 
the police department of & 
a slow as some police 
knew , there might beaded 
at 13 South Street* 
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Gasahol Makes Little Sense 


Gasohol, a blend of grain 
alcohol, is getting a lot of play 
in the press during the 
gasoline shortage. The use 
makes very little economic 
sense however. 

One plant in Kansas is 
scheduled to start production 
in about six weeks producing 
ethyl (grain} alcohol from 
wheat, and it expects to sell it 
for SI,50 per gallon. This is 
slightly above the going price 
of ethyl alcohol made from 
petroleum, but it is well above 
current gasoline prices. 

The $1.50 for the grain 
alcohol is a bulk price without 
taxes. A comparable price for 
gasoline is about 50*. If taxes 
and distribution costs were 
added lo alcohol, it would 
bring the price up to at least 
SI.80 per gallon. 

Even beyond this, alcohol is 
not as efficient a fuel as 
^jV'line, It would probably 
take half again as much to fuel 
an auto. Small amounts to help 
gaviiltne by improving the 
antiknock rating, but anything 
more than a few percent offers 
wi advantage. 

The most likely way that 
gtain alcohol could be added to 
gavihnc i% with government 
vttbudm and apparently this 
it what U happening. The 
Department of Agriculture is 
putting up 110 mifrinn m ban 
l^araatfci for pUnti and the 
brptfu&cnr of Energy appar> 


FIKB'S PIQUE 

By Elmer FiJre 


ently is encouraging the effort. 
Can full subsidies be far 
behind considering the clout of 
farm belt congressmen? 

Something that would make 
far more sense is the conver¬ 
sion of coal to gasoline. 
Liqueficarion processes have 
been studied for years. They 
w-ere used in Germany during 
the war and are currently being 
used in South Africa. They are 
very nearly competitive with 
mideast oil. and, if the price of 
oil continues upward, the time 
may soon arrive when coal 
liqueftcation is competitive. 

A similar alternative that 
could be closer to realization 
and have the appeal of gasohol 
(but be far more practical) is 
the conversion of coal to 
methanol, also called methyl 

(wood) alcohol. This alcohol 
can be used in the same way as 
grain alcohol, and race car 

drivers have used it full 

strength for years. 

Methanol made from natural 
gas currently sells in the 

fifties, but. again, it is not as 
efficient as gasoline. H takes 
1.5 Hi 2 gallons to take the 
place of a gallon of gasoline, 
but it r* far cheaper than grain 
•kohoj that is being promoted 


so hard. 

It has been estimated that 
methanol could he made from 
coal considerably cheaper than 
from natural gas. It is possible 
that a price of 35* to 40c per 
gallon is possible. At this level 
it begins to get quite attractive. 
Autos could be modified to 
burn methyl alcohol. There are 
also economical processes to 
convert methanol to a high 
octane gasoline, 

Why isn't this practical 
solution being implemented? 
First, where will the money 
come from to build the 
enormous plants required? 
Business ventures of this type 
often fail to yield the necessary 
profit to attract the investment. 
Any profit greater than the 
guaranteed return on a govern¬ 
ment bond is considered 
obscene, so why take the risk? 

A greater deterrent may be 
the environmental regulations 
in effect today. It is doubtful it 
the necessary permits from 
EPA and other agencies could 
be obtained to build the 
necessary facilities. Witness 
the difficulties Dow faced in 
trying to bild a petrochemical 
plant irv California or the 
difficulties in building new 
refineries. 

Unfortunately, the course of 
the country is being determin¬ 
ed more by political and 
environmental demagoguery 
than by sound science and 
economics. 




Greenbrier 

[From Page 4] 


Moore has found memories of 
the Black porter on this car, 
Uncle Henry. When she would 
be en route to visit her uncle in 
Charleston he would make sure 
she got on the proper train at 
Ronceverte. This service con¬ 
tinued until war-time cutbacks 
in 1918. 

During these early days of 
the Greenbrier Branch's his¬ 
tory, the passenger (and 
freight) trains had no problem 
finding places to stop. The 
already existing communities, 
together with the new sawmill 
towns, gave rise to the saying 
that the trains had to back up 
after leaving one station in 
order to have whistling dis¬ 
tance to the next station. A list 
of stops on the Greenbrier 
follows. Not all of these existed 
at the same time (although 
most did) and there was 
variation over the years as to 
which were scheduled stops 
and which were flag-stops. The 
ones in capital letters were 
graced by the presence of the 
C&O Victorian style station 
buildings: 

WINTERBURN, BARTOW, 
Frank, DURBIN, Whiting, 
Boyer, Hosterman, Nida. Wan- 
less. Pine Flats, CASS, Deer 
Creek, Ray wood. SITLING- 
JON, Stony Bottom, CLOVER 
LICK, Big Run, Harter, Claw- 
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Greenbrier Branch 

Bv William P. McNeel planned to enter Prw^k 


Bv William P. McNeel 
Part 10 

The author has come across 
the names of a few more 
"dream” railroads that were 
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5^4 


1 



planned to enter Por a k„ 
County: ° nta s 

ss The Webster Railroad irsj 
re from Clarksburg to White St’ 
re phur Springs. 

nJ h D Vi , rginia * Par kersburp & 
™ 0h ‘° Railway. 1887, fr 0m p J * 

ersburg to the Virginia fj ne v f a 
Marlin s Bottom. 13 

Black water & Grepnh,-; 
Valley Railroad. 1888, from 
Tucker County, through R an 
_oIph County, down the Green¬ 
brier River to Caldwell 

road?88g y ^ TideWaterRail - ! 

i io Elk p ’ fr ° m 

up Elk River, to the Virgin- 

Fro7t CSt V ' rginia l* ne near , 
Sontlf West Virginia r 

, Rai,Wa y- 1889 - from a 
Wilhamstown to the West ?; 

HumeJsWJle ginia Iine near « 

Gr^ t u maC ’ Blackwater & ^ 

1800 r,er VaI,e y Railroad, i 
b ur ’ ,k° m R° mne >’. to Peters- * n , 
tv hr0u « h Pendleton Coun- rai 
touM* Greenbrier River 

e Sulphur Springs, am 

-Mj l* K^n.uh., Rail- m 
( i... ,S90 ' from Grafton to 

1 harleston by a round-about 
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Dry Gulch No. 1 Is a 3*truck Shay Locomotive built by Lima 
Locomotive Works In 1927, It was owned and operated by the 
Cherry River Boom & Lumber Co.* Rich wood as the No* 2, Later 
final limber Job wo as Elk River Coal & Lumber No* 19 on 
uHaIu Crrel* In Clay County and was one of the last commercial 
irtnTlii In the country and attracted rail buffi 

ufTkrr, my * fch i S * m Dry Gulch chief machanial 

iKrguuh Ihi uLv h w«l nml) «u haul passenger* up 

apa r a tau in eomoneiMii* wluftt - if>d **"" ******* Dl ? Gulch U 
Lomplrt Mjy Mi mil*, f Mount * in <*»*>fcoul 









in Episode of Bedbugs 


RFD 1, Box 242 
Wcsthorough, Mass, 
Let me tell you about 
bedbugs. 

Not that I have ever seen 
one, except on a pinning 
board. Others can no doubt 
give testimony more eloquent, 
including the recent letter in 
your columns, which inspired 
this. But I have a couple of 
contributions to what must be 
one of the great stories of 
American folklore and history, 
Sol just American, either. 
Beam* Potter, for instance — 
the author of Peter Rabbit and 
numerous others juvenile thrill¬ 
ers — knew about them. 
Margaret Lane’s recent bio¬ 
graphy — if you print this, 
copyright problems are yours 
— gives an account of 
Beatrix’s girlhood life with her 
well-to-do 19th Century Eng* 
lish family: 

*\ * . There was even an 
alarm that Papa might winter 
abroad, with Mrs, Potter and 
Beatrix in attendance * . ■” 

. . the Potters continued 
their circuit of rented country 
houses and reliable hotels, 
where even in the late nineties 
and at their luxurious level the 
beds had to be carefully 


examined. ‘1 sniffed my bed¬ 
room on arrival/ Beatrix 
methodically recorded at Tor¬ 
quay, ‘and for a few hours felt 
a certain grim satisfaction 
when my forebodings were 
maintained * * , I did not 
undress after the first night* 
but I was obliged to lie on the 
bed because there were only 
two chairs and one of them was 
broken. It is very uncomfort¬ 
able to sleep with Keating’s 
powder in the hair/ Even at 
Lennel House, near Cold¬ 
stream, which they had rented 
for the summer, there was a 
1 discovery of bugs in the back 
premises, an event which 
overshadoweth all things 
else 

* 

Hillbilly readers are familiar 
with the name of Fred Brooks, 
of the French Creek Pioneers 
(one of the four Brooks 
brothers after whom Brooks 
HalL at the University* is 
named* and father of Maurice 
Brooks, former head of 'the 
School of Forestry and prolific 
writer on West Virginia natural 
history' and on the Appala¬ 
chians). Fred was State En¬ 
tomologist in the years before 
World War I, and knowledge¬ 
able in such matters as Bugs. 


Sometime in those years, on a 
trip with his wife — 1 believe in 
New York State* but don’t hold 
me to it, especially if New York 
sues — he made due and 
careful inquiry on arrival at an 
inn* and was faithfully assured 
that the premises were bug- 
free. The assurance* however, 
proved to be false. Brooks had 
his entomological collecting 
equipment with him (no en¬ 
tomologist really leaves it 
behind, w'herever he goes); 
and upon the mom, he col¬ 
lected a large number of the 
offenders — enough so that he 
was able to pin them on the 
sheets* in a pattern about four 
feet long, spelling out the 
word. Bugs. We may presume 
that the inkeeper understood 
the gravement of the comment. 

I should hesitate to libel the 
State of New York by being the 
first to suggest that bedbugs 
have been found within its 
jurisdication; and 1 need not* 
While as l understand it 
younger readers live in a 
somewhat different world, 
those old enough to be regular 
readers of Hillbilly will recall 
the bedbugs at the farm of the 
Van Trumpers. Roifs fnends 
when he was not in the woods, 
as well as the treatment he 
applied — a substance growing 

ever rarer and more cosilv. 

r \ 
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IF r«.P W 4] After , hc noise ' 

but after schooling I went to motioned for everv Pped he 
work for The Bell System in- back, then hoHered° ne to Set 
stead. However, 1 have always voice, “Get back ev a k>ud 
been interested in railroading, are about to turn ery ° ne *e 
As I looked at the picture of the was told that he n around! ” I 
train standing in Marlinton on make a second had *° 

that October day 1900 it as men, women and Un k ement 
brought back fond memories of rushed backwards , f dreri 
by-gone days. I have ridden knocked each other ov*, * hev 
m the cab many times with As I looked at the ni * 

engineer Ira Bowling and oth- tried to guess w P' cture . ! 

ers. 1 remember very well engi- must have been 11 

neer Sampson, who ran the first From the contour of 

tram into Marlinton. He ran on the left and the L * hl11 
trams 142 and 143 for years He tree in the u? th Iar 8 e oak 
always rode with bis head out ed it t ground I g UCSv 
of the cab window and hie i n , J us * below the 

white whiskers flowing i n oak* tree ^ cross * n 8' 1 sa Y an 

breeze. I once helrd a etl ,t a tree because 1 remember 

about him which is aonronr! 7 It d '!u hat lS SO ** is the l8r « e 

for this occasion Ppr0pnate stump that was marked as an 

, ^ I mentioned he was the ^ ^ ” ark ‘ 
first engineer to run a trafn into Very tnjl * y° urs ' 

Marlinton. On that d*l l * „ r Floyd Jones 

crowd was gathered around ?if* u P ' S .‘ * ister - Nola Kose, 

en gine, amazed at the c ;, ^ j'ves Ui Marlinton, and my sis- 

power of such a huce m ter Mildred Slavin, is post- 

,f ^eighed almost 40 ! ™ chlne - master at Seebert. 

Mr. Sampson said S *' , Alice Moore recalled that 

fireman, Bill ° h,s she also beard the “turn 

Lets have ®'i™ 6 /?'’ around" story from her 

ajreed. *T m goj fun - Bill mother, Mrs. U>ck McOintie, 
f^ryone to get ,!?, l ho|Ier for --- 
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\o (wfis Shortage 

in Heaven 

[To be suns to a ballad tune] 

There will be no gas shortage in heaven 
No OPEC cartel will hold sway 
With a gas station in each street comer 
And three cars in every drive way 

We*ll all drive big gas hogs in heaven 
No economy cars will be there 
We’ll average eight miles to the gallon 
And still have plenty to spare 

Unleaded will cost not a penny 
Free tune-ups and tires there will be 
We’ll drive on six lane superhighways 
Throughout all eternity 

There will be no gas shortage in heaven 
The rivers will flow with crude oil 
Gold streets will have traffic jams daily 
For Exxon no longer we’ll toil 

No 55 limit will slow us 

For the pearly white gates we’ll not care 

Just speed on forever and ever 

There will be no gas shortage there, 

I Wriltan May 28, 1979 at Dunbar, W. 
Va. by Dwight L. Muaacrl. 






HAPPY ENDING to a long wait for delivery of the statue Is 
reflected in the smiles of these two men, William E. Halstead, 
left, executive director of the John Henry Park which sponsored 
the project, and the sculptor, Charles 0. Cooper, who created the 
statue. 







'**<±*41 pt*n* to the statue of John Henry Is above 
shr Big Bend Tunnel. As this photo was taken 
* Carper gently towered John onto 

3 nmi past the site between [iilldoic and 
*W tbetter on this scene. 
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The moment of John Henry f s victory, seconds before be dies* From the performance 
John Henry 1f by Eco Theater. Kathy Jackson played the title role. 







i iic moment ot jflfm Henry * victory, aceodds t»Hw* n* a>e* rrvm uw pcnnrniwire 
of "John Ut" by Ec® Theater. Kathy Jickwn played the title ro*e, 

EcoTheater Takes 


John Henry on the Road 


With haywagon stage, Eco- 
Theater will soon be traveling 
into the nooks and crannies of 
southern West Virginia to pre¬ 
sent the play about the Sum¬ 
mers County hero* John Henry* 
in a brand new revision by 
playwright, Mary at Lee, direc* 
tor of EcoTheater, 

The expanded play will in¬ 
clude new comic scenes, an 
extra fight, in slow motion, 
the famous preacher Rev. Hay¬ 
nes* a mother whose daugh¬ 
ter wants to get married at 
age 13 — the age many girts 
married in 187G's. 

Ossie Davis, guest humanist 
and artist who visited an 
Eco Theater performance in 
1978, said of his visit; ‘‘This is 


washes i© raise money lor a 
bus in which they can travel 
together to performances along 
with the scenery and costums. 

EcoTheater. an innovation 
theater and a model of in¬ 
digenous theater, was one of 
only three (heaters in the na¬ 
tion represented this spring at 
a community arts conference 
in San Diego . 

Other expenses for staff 
and operating, are funded by 
National Endowment for the 
Arts, West Virginia Arts & 
Humanities Council. This is 
the only arts program in the 
state in which Governor's 
Summer Youth are involved 
and besides acting and stage 


managing in the play, they 
attend classes and learn basic 
office skills, carpentry, clcctri- 
da! work, painting, lighting, 
sound, oral history techniques 
etc,* and perform two or three 
hours of farm chores each 
week, at the Women's Farm on 
Powley's Creek where the pro 
gram is based. 

A new barn with a first 
story of block with stain 
glass windows, and a frame 
second story has been built 
at the Women s Farm by Ml 
Construction Company under 
contract with Mary at Lee, and 
will be used to house classes 
and rehearsals. The bam built 
at no expense to the Eco* 



theater of the people, by the 
people* from the people, for 
the people, which is theater at 
its best.” 

Due to the popularity of the 
plays at Pipestem last summer, 
one feature this summer will 
be EcoTheater Night at Pipe¬ 
stem Amphitheater every Wed¬ 
nesday at 8 p.m.* from July 
25 through August 22, 

Instead of 20 young people* 
the EcoTheater company this 
year will have 25 young people 
from the county funded by 
Governor's Summer Youth Pro¬ 
gram There are still openings 
in the company for eligible 
GSYP, and country musicians 
Citizens, guests 
‘ all ages who 
1 cipcriem* and train> 

It r ■ * 


Ihewler at 
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(■, W.S.-?TX COUPLET/ GOGfi PASSENCfcP mOWh VISCOUNT r.HUHCMJLL' 


GWR-Six coupled bogie passenger engine, the “Viscount 
Churchill”, early 1900 vintage. Picture on a postal card mailed in 
England, 1911, to a young boy from his cousin. 


Do you know what a “six 
coupled bogie passenger 
engine" is? I didn’t think so, 
and that should get me even 
with some of the locomotive 
enthusiasts. These folks are for¬ 
ever telling me—and cor¬ 
rectly—that I don’t know all 
that much about the size, 
shape, and configuration of the 
locomotives 1 write about. 


p.m., and was addressed to 
Master Max Whitehead, 15 
Granard Road, Wadsworth 
Common. The postal card came 
to me from John E. Duffy, of 
RD 3, Moundsville, John says 
he works at PPG and his father 
is a retired railroad engineer 
formerly working out of Ben- 
wood, and the name strikes a 
faint memory of my time as a 


1 have a picture of the type of 
engine I mentioned abovg and 
it s from the United Kingdom. 
The number of the engine is 175 

235 j». TSTJL S3T, 

* pfHita! card. a 11 18 

The postmark shows it 

mstled in Wt,id MlmCi Middle 
*ck, in August 1911, u t 5:30 


dispatcher on the Short Line, 
New Martinsville and Clarks¬ 
burg, and a few other places. 

John isn’t a rail enthusiast at 
all. He collects political buttons 
but reads Hillbilly, of course, as 
every one should. He prefers 
Presidential candidates but will 
wh *n necessary. Says 

one from me If | ti 
He would .k_ 


le would 

i + V.I 








The History of the 
Greenbrier Branch 


Bv William P. McNeei 
Pail 11 

Another letter from Lewis- 
burg. 

In response to your article 
in the last Pocahontas Times, 
asking for material such as 
photos, stories, tales, etc., in 
regard to the history of the 
Greenbrier Branch of the C&O, 
I enclose material and photos 
concerning my father, the late 
V.S. Long, of Ronceverte, and 
a story Boh recalls. 

Employee of the Greenbrier 
Branch of the C&O 

The late Vernal S. Long, of 
Ronceverte, father of Glema 
Long Auldridge, of Lewisburg, 
was a well-known figure all 
along the Greenbrier Division 
of the C&O, not only in rail¬ 
roading circles but by the peo¬ 
ple living along the tracks and 
at the “whistle stops” in the 
early days of railroading on the 
Greenbrier from 1905 to the 
mid-1930's. 

He was the First of the seven 
Long brothers of Caldwell to 
connect with the C&O Rail¬ 
road. In March, 1902, he enter¬ 
ed service at Lowmoor, Virgin¬ 
ia, as a track laborer and in 
1905 became Section Fore¬ 
man it Barlow, where he met 
Min Ormnue Trir\ who later 


Bob Auldridge Recalls 

When 1 was about eleven 
years old t I was standing on 
the platform of the railroad 
station at Buckeye waiting to 
watch the train come in. 

As the train was pulling into 
the station, Maggie Hig- 
genbothem, a young girl about 
eighteen years old, attempted 

[Continued On Page 21] 



Passenger Inin wreck keti 

1910. Engineer Charles Dean 
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I ed service at Lowmoor, Virgin* 
— ia, ns a track laborer and in 
1905 became Section Fore* 
man at Bartow, where he met 
Miss Clemmic Tracy, who later 
became his wife. On November 
20. 1907, he left the Section 
and became a Fireman. In 1909 
he left the Fireman job and be¬ 
came a Engine Watchman at 
Wjnterburn, a lumber town at 
(he end of the Greenbrier Di¬ 
vision, where the passenger 
train lay over each night, re¬ 
turning to Ronceverte the next 
morning. In 1917 he returned to 
the position of Fireman with 
headquarters in Ronceverte, 


These were the days of hand- 
fired steam engines of the early 
1900's, A round trip up the 
Greenbrier of approximately 
200 miles meant shoveling one 
carload of coal (40 tons), 
in the 1920's came the 
mighty 1600 steam locomotive, 
mechanically fired by stokers. 
This was easier. About all the 
fireman had to do was clean 
the firebox and do a little oiling* 
In 1924 V.S. Long reached his 
goal when he became an Engi¬ 
neer for the C&O, and in the 
late 1930’s he had the honor of 
"running” (he C&O’s new 
streamliner diesel engine #500, 
known as the George Washing¬ 
ton train, on its trial run from 
Clifton Forge, Virginia, to 
Hinton, 

V.S, Long was a true rail¬ 
roader at heart — never hap- 
pier than when he was on his 
tun For his half century of 
hc *** rewarded 
iHii m ^ 7* #r diamond service 
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58 Dean died in the wreck. 









ic A Talc of Two Dams 

ftc 


To build or not to build 
" s0 dams? That is a question that 
tQ is causing controversy all over 
the country, Here in West 
Virginia the story of two dams 
e( j is a case history in big 
ifC government, out of control. 
ts thwarting the will of the 
' people. 

In Canaan Valley in the 
va eastern part of West Virginia a 
t power company wants to build 
__ a dam as part of a pumped 
us reservoir system to provide 
power during peak periods. 
This would be financed by 
private funds and would dis¬ 
place virtually no one. The 
A local people are almost unan- 
cs imous in their support of the 
►n- project as it would provide jobs 
of and sorely needed taxes from 
ith the corporation and would 
increase tourism by providing 
he recreational facilities. The pro- 
ject is being blocked, however, 
sr* by various government agen- 
ug cies primarily because it would 
in flood a supposedly unique 
1* ecological system. 

n* 

m- In 197$ my wife and 1 went 
lie on a wild life tour in the area, 
iry We stood on a hill with the tour 
hi * group overlooking the pro- 
the posed site of the dam. We 
Lis- were told what an unusual 
! to ecosystem existed there that 
% a would be flooded by the dam. 
cm However, wc didn't visit that 
utg area. There were other similar 
jets areas nearby that were more 
oar accessible. 

The other dam is (he 
n pmposrd Stonewall Jackson 


FIKC'S PIQUE 

By timer Pike 


Dam on the West Fork River 
near Weston. West Virginia, in 
Lewis County, This location 
has long been selected as a 
dam site by the Corps of 
Engineers. In 1950 a one 
hundred year flood caused 
considerable damage in West¬ 
on, This and recurring 
smaller floods have given 
added impetus to the project. 
The Corps of Engineers has 
determined a cost benefit ratio 
of only 1*3 even using low 
interest rates (3V*%) and low 
valuation on coal reserves that 
would be lost. They also found 
high recreational benefits even 
though there are three other 
dams in a fifty mile radius. 

The project would take 
19,500 acres of land and 
provide a lake of only 3.400 
acres. The balance supposedly 
would be for recreational 
purposes. Depending upon 
whose figures you believe, 
1,050 to 1,800 people would be 
displaced, and these people are 
unhappy. They claim that the 
flood problem could be solved 
by smaller dams built on the 
tributaries without destroying 
all of the valuable farm land. 
Many of these farms have been 
in iheir families for genera¬ 
tions, and the residents do not 
want to lose their heritage, Mv 


wife and 1 visited the area and 
can understand why those 
residents want to keep their 
farms, h is a truly beautiful 
area. 

So far the Corps of Engi¬ 
neers has blocked a study of 
alternative flood control by a 
system of smaller dams, and a 
legislative attempt lo authorize 
such a study was held up In 
committee by the last legisla¬ 
ture. 

The estimated coat of the 
dam varies from 1122 million to 
S225 million again depending 
upon whose estimate you 
believe. While this project is 
being pushed ahead, other far 
more popular projects are 
being held up for lack of 
money. 

Both the Democrat encum¬ 
bent congressman and senator 
who support the project failed 
to carry the normally Democrat 
area in the last election 
indicating lack of local support 
for the project. The local 
people continue to explore 
legal remedies although Sena¬ 
tor Randolph has pushed two 
bills through Congress specifi¬ 
cally to thwart their efforts. 

It is hard to understand what 
has happened to responsible 
government. Where the people 
want a dam built 'without 
taxpayers funds the govern¬ 
ment will not allow them to 
have it. Where the people do 
not want a dam it will be 
forced on them at taxpayers' 
expense. What in. the world 
goes or\? > * 
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The Day John Henry Came Back Home toSt a) 
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tar mar f«ac*n »mf 
A*a Ar hctfMMfnini 
^ i h| tn.mrr «t*rut 
I th* mtl «m Ah Idfin Henry 
n^mM knt if »— m Ac flesh. i*j far *» 
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TVtr »u thrn Ac sUfut 

Jinn »sflwut fenfire ... in 
Ac <iwc? (rf Ac toffti 
Local amipapm radio end Idomori 
nww had *we* adtraed during that 
■afA Act John Henry had armed and 
Am#? ■odd hr placed the ncti morning 
a Ac part Aat had been planned for 
Am ac Ac can portal of Big Bend Tun- 
mL m 5 tm Highway No, 3. tSee Che* 
•c New. Sept, mi t cod April. 1972.} 
At the Chnuc Syiiem office* in 
HaoiOB. Atftttttm Superintendent Cliff 
***** wked lair into the flight jniitrfg 
fcal arrangement* 10 load John Hertff 
oa a Bet car tm a ndc through Big Bend 
ThukL then w«i on hand at a motel 
the am morning to meet sculptor 
Chario 0 Cooper who had brought the 
xatue down from hi* Audio at William* 
Aim, Mich , m an automobile trailer. 
i W«rAWMi9cFar' 

Mr Booker. m ha automobile, guided 
the aruft and hi* valuable cargo to the 
***** *«tmen wailed 
A load Ac SOO-pound, eight* foot atatue 


?.** ** **“* I*™ that William £_ 
" ttWHrc director of the John 


Hear) Mcanoruj Part. 


T ._ * *pu(Morod hy the 

1^1 Human Ouh. had hi* irmmd 

t *c the iiatuc 


ihai ihe Mn*mc has been done 
*n*i (hr si slur is up. (lucre will be no un- 
sejlutg h*u a ikdieatdMi of ihc part is 
planned far licit Spring 
It Mas *n l»hS (hill talk about John 
Henry came up **> ofleii at the Ruriun 
Club meetings that n was decided to du 
vLMTwihmjE to honor the hometown hero 
in 1972, the centcmual year of his dcaih- 
A committee was formed to finance 
the project ihrough private donations, lit 
addition to Mr. Halilead, as executive 
director, ftp® Evjas. a retired C&G pas- 
K-ngcr naan porter, was named treasurer, 
end June* Monroe, a former C&G sta- 
(ton agent, wa* made secretary. 

.Mr Monroe was on hand with Mr. 
He bleed to welcome John Henry at the 
Hinton siding, but Mr, Evans missed the 
event for he was spending the holidays 
with his children in New York. 

It may be said (hat no greater care 
was ever given to loading a freight car. 
When (he crane I if led the statue from its 
highway trailer, it was with the gentle* 
new of hoisting a truck-load of eggs. 
When the John Henry Special was 
ready lo roll. Conductor M, L. Boland 
gave the signal, ihen Engineer R, Mea¬ 
dow* eased her toward the tunnel. 

Along the route, curious people waved 
to the train a* il moved along at funeral- 
procession speed. John Henry's bronze 
brow bobbed a bit as he stood erect and 
proud on the fiat car clicking slowly 
down the rails. He was wrapped in a 
light blanket to guard against the chill 
of the Greenbrier Valley, 

At MA Cabin, eight miles east of 
Htmon. the special crossed over to rhe 
wett*bound mainline then drew up to 
(be weit portal of the old tunnel to wait 
for the signal, by radio* from (he other 
side where John Henry had worked and 
where newipaper and television crews 
and reporter* waited. 

Seeing the tunnel close up and at 
level was like a gnat looking 


igan with me," 

The automobile hadn't yet been in* 
vented in John Henry * day. but hi* 
%itmie was a irathe stopper on thi* day 
in \*t72. 

Men, women, children and. pels, from 
Beck ley, from Bluefidd. Itom Charlcv 
rnn and other posnn near and far gath¬ 
ered to watch the proceedings. They fol¬ 
lowed the caravan from Talcoo up to 
ihe park atop the tunnel to see John 
Henry be placed on a pedestal built by 
Mr. Halstead oul of naiive itone. (stone 
perhaps broken up by John Henry him* 
self}. 

State police, railroad police and local 
police tried to keep cars moving, for 
space is limited in the area on the slope 
of Big Bend Mountain, which has been 
leased fret to the park by the Chessic 
System, 

When Ihe statue was placed on the 
pedestal, Mr. Cooper then burnished it 
with steel wool and high-grade wax. But 
there was no guiiar music to keep lime 
to his firm, polishing strokes, 

"The ancient Greek and Roman ar¬ 
tists used horse urine to set and preserve 
the patina." he said, “but this automobile 
wax work* just as well," 

As the winter sun now played high* 
lights on the bronze statue, a motorist 
from New Jersey stopped to ask, "What's 
that?" 

,+ Thafs John Henry” a youngster 
told him. 

"Who in hell is John Henry?' 1 the man 
asked as he stepped on the starter. 

“Why. man." the boy said. “He was 
the one who whupped the steam drill.” 

John Henry wu home. 
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tat <wn rf tit Lofca HtftD ttilw. 
tad to IMA and with rh* delay 
itl it | Ai Euaertm tot year 
tjt was ciphered so bt deir^fet) m 
Tint there were pcttponemenl^ 
i tf tare 

Items* Q*b had muted to plan 
itctteiteif. banquet, 
•tdj — but couldn't ffi t 
dMt for de*i>ef> Then, m 
re assured it would 

an .*Vjwctnhtf 

D*** arkm f>rt*> rd 

A Thank ifiviflg uikveiJtni wti 
JL ~ ^“1 a banquet at Pipcttcm 
i folks* AD imAgcntcnU 

*" HWH. «i the I 

*4 that lf*n Henry would 
i tm im* Tremble in the 



4 Im 


pmA * *• In IK tiktflMt dm*b 

#M **»U H# * im *tapped ffi * 
IsfAl Ninlrt hi guard «|ain*i ihe chill 
of the UnHMiltif f V alley 

At VI \ 1 shin n|ht milrt ntt of 
ft-wh**. rtw tfiAntl criHted over lu ihe 
»W taKrihl NuinliiW ihrn Jltw tip |n 
itm wnl portal at the old 1 tunnel n> wur 
tor ihe ngnal. bv frewn the other 

i*Jr where Mho Hrmt Hid worked and 
•here iwwipapcr and television enm 
ami rtponert waited, 

Irving the tunnel daw up 4 ml at 
gruuad keel was like a gnai looking 
through a gun barrel Only a &m&]| disc 
erf tight showed, coming through ihoi 
miMoOf hide through the mountain. 

Headlight of ihe locomotive ill urni- 
nated the brick walls of ihe old tunnel 
at the (nun moved through, feu light! 
played on the figure of John Hi nry, now 
resembling a motion picture ve sjon of a 
Trojan warrior going lo battle. 

Out in the cold Junfighl at Big Bend's 
east portal wailed the welcoming com¬ 
mittee of new» photographers, rail fans 
and others who were given several min¬ 
utes "shooting" time before the train 
move?on to Talcoll, a mile distant, so 
that John Henry could be off loaded and 
into his trailer for the ride up Ihe moun¬ 
tain. 

At Taicoil the whole village turned 
out to ice the stuue. And here, from the 
comments overheard, John Henry ac¬ 
tually look on a human aura. 

"Look at tint big rsHnJ,” one malt 
uid, at Ike train halted, 

“I waul 10 touch kb hand,” a chUd 
urf to her mother. 


“He f i beautiful,” said a teen-ager, 
*Tl#'s Jim I u I Imagined hr would be,*' 
a woman remarked u the crane lifted 
Mm fro*. Ill, n«4 w , 


Sculpo* Cwpcr warn so impressed by 
T* 'Y 14 *™* he jokingly i_q id “| 

<r,k HI ***** lake him ln,t;k to Mich 




Son antl Daughter 
of the Year 1979 
By the 

West Virginia Society 
of Washington 


JimcN H. Harless has combined an 
enormously successful career as a 
businessman with an outstanding record 
as a philanthropist, helping to further 
the educational goals of many West 
Virginians, Bom in Logan County, Back 
hag lived In Gilbert * West Virginia all his 
life. 

Working Jo sawmills and the coal 
mines a* a youth, Buck Harless was 
given a one-third Interest in a small 
sawmill which developed Into a range of 
bnafneas enterprises, Alter selling bis 
lumber company In 1966* he entered 
both the Import business and the coal 
business owns enterprises In Weft 
Virginia, Alabama, Brazil, Ecuador and 


Buck baa shown a great latnmt In 
furthering higher education In his native 
State, He founded the Jamoy Harless 
Foundation, which grants scholarship* to 
graduating seniors of local high schools- 
Hli philanthropy baa ciiended to 
sizeable contributions to Weal Virginia 
University and Marshall University. 
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Ai (Im winter inn iwiw play*) high 
ll|bl| On Ita hfimre m mHittitl 

from Hew )rtt*y uopped loatk What * 
limit' 

IhsiT John Hrftiy*" ■ yiwnplft 
tirfd him 

"Who in hell It John Henry?" ihe msn 
■tknl at he iltpped Ml ihe >tarter. 

"Why. miit." ihr hoy Mid, "He wa* 
■hr one who whopped the ileatn drill," 

John Henry wit Home. 





have bus trust In Weal Virginia, and 
he routed hk trip (“by Volkswagen to 
e ga«' T J by way of our digging* 
and left u% the aton he did In 1972 on 
John Henry. Thl* account was 
Uluilratd by pictures made by Ted 
Motftdf. and all or Il t pictures and 
ilurfct' appear In Uilt John Henry 
Special, 


T* fill* Unmans, electrician; D. E. 
Fincher, supervisor of bridge#; J. R* 
Stennell. section foreman; P- E. 
Ratliff, freight car welder; P, F* York, 
to ol car foreman: J. f. Carper, crane 
operator: L. R, Anderson, carpenter 
ibelow John ffemy'a hand); J. «- 
Cooper, car repairer; E- fi. Richmond, 
car repairer; R. J. Shrader, tteoer; A. 
|. Edda, carpenter: R B. Waiter*. 
_i_ *w*rkt W. R. Ha* bom. 


the mountainside. On caboose to pose 
for picture are {left to right ) 
Trainmaster C, D* Keller; Mr#, 
Charles Cooper, wife of the sculptor; 
C. J. Haney, car foreman, and H. E* 
Keller, brake man. Photo by George 
Steele. 


This It Ted 1 * caption for the picture 
below; 


rnu 









M , f b**lB*ua I* Vlr*t \ irgtrU*. mad 

^ rpptnl hh trip \*%* mu**«fb to 
M ^r |H'^ b* »m of (Mir (lifting# 
^IrhiMk iton be did Is 1^2 on 
J*bR llenri, Thli »ai)unt teat 
Dwtriird by pklurrt rude by led 
htm*rlf. and ill of It* picture* and 
U4f\r+, appear kn thb John Henry 
S p actoL 

TUt i* lb* opthn tori wrote lor 
the pkwt above: 

WHERE JOHN HENRY labored, 
arrordlng to legend, waa Inside the 
Big Brad Tunnel (or “Geest Brad" a* 
g wh first called i, completed Lit the 
rv i% lATO'i* Tbit la the scrae « the 
.talar rode front Hinton to a alle on 


the muunlatnikle- On cibime to poac 
lor picture are (left to right? 
Trainmaster C, D, Kdbft Mr*. 
Oiartc* Cooper, wile of the sculptor; 
C, J. Haney* car foreman, and H. E. 
Keller, brake man, Photo by George 
Sleek, 

This l* Ted's caption for the picture 

befavt 

HINTON YARD WELCOME COM¬ 
MITTEE — The statue I# tied down 
and ready to roll but Cheaale 
employees who bad a hand In 
preparations pause a minute to haie 
their picture taken before John Henry 
departed. On ground. left to right, are 
W. 5* Wicker, retired vardmaater; J. 


I. Khulmmoot, rlertricftas; D. E- 
TIftrher, mpeniur of bridge*: J, 1, 
StenneU. section foreman: P. £. 
Ratliff, freight car welder; P, F, York, 
tool car foreman; J, F* Cuper, erase 
operator: L, R. Voderson. carpenter 
ibelow John Henri's hand?; J. W„ 
Cooper, car repairer; E. B. Richmond, 
car repairer* R, J, Shrader, tinner; A, 
L* Eddi* carpenter; R. B. W all are 
iapenisor track; W. R. Rayburn, 
assistant division engineer; C- D. 
Keller, terminal trainmaster, awl C. 
H, Booker, assistant superintendent 
of operations. Standing op car art C, 

J, Harvey* car foreman; C CL 
Chatdn, car Inspector* and Tshnadge 
Reed* car repairer. 
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TIM pmw* * sf u4 talk of Poop llttl* Fraachlt, 
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M4a‘ Nn U t'jg?n*itt*d fiJnth. Jlluck hi* fJrigar 
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" tfin feJi tk»y «*n tail * Cr*wf|»h fattktd back, 

F*I'I t*i* and tb*y «n alng Wlnktd onn #y* r 

* pwr |k4 bh| about John F’ranchi* laid crawffah 

Kk^ +r H’i yo f day to rile ' 

■ ■ a Bill th* *ong njitibl?* and roll*, Ih* 

Tb* wnf ■* bringing John workan, und*r th* l*ad*rahlp of 5 
Kwy M*r» * public ib*t la go-i John Hanry, build Ih* Yallar Dog 
, i ■natal ba a ft***! farm in Urnal- Railroad, ao old Ona-Eyad Bill 
naaJ ul *n t* rial n inth t Hbtlly tan drlv* tha Cannoa Bail 

M* Mm om <4 HHRprmalaa and through at sundown, Tha raaulL la 
.*" fl1 **y llJ » planing 1* all For me John Haary 

" a« J«#|uaa Woifa, «ho la bacomaa a living thing, for Mr 
'V* B * ^ ** "Jnlln Hanry,” Wolfa thara la ptira mualc unln- 

7 ** * »* ^ malody in bmtnd by arbitrary form For Mr. 

7* f , wMil ^ *“* l * Hobataon It la folk mialc In Ka 
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u 1 wWI*a Bob li*11, tha tha ^aya of ih* worlds u . L **'■*■-; % 

toouvtnmn. *w looking out far paopia like to go. iht e*’ u |. * * *tf . 
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dollar*«nd^dl4ia * day, *o Itia i»a and tha aupamaiuta}, ]t ■ ah* i - A t * ;w - - 

oowld gifa vnf* tha dollar to warn* John Henry it n. t d-»r ^ 

keep food Iq tha klichaa and k*«p and It la aha, alao. who warn* j a « + ^ 

She dim* for bla own raJatarlng AhU not to try tq make a t#alEt/ ’ ,'j 4 ^ 

plaaatiraa. of tha wondtrfiJ.] mao ih* haa sn h*r . ^ 

Old Auot Dm»b, too, hag a dafk mind, knowing all th* Itm* ;ha: of i ^ 

New York Times with 


•t m r mMicfani will go 0b , euriftlR 

MM Joahua Wblt* tha JuM aa it la difficult to fit tha 

_ *’y'*il John Hanrjr muilo Into pracon- 

* haya «rap mil and don'i o*W*4 form. It |* alao difficult to 
•f * u Uym and slaaalfy John Htmy a* a cbaractav 
thinga, J U pick that In lltamtura If you raeall your 


Story and Picture 


For a time In America, John Htnn 
such a mythical fellow that nobody knew 
where to place him, and tip until the 1930's It 
was Incorrectly assumed that he belonged to 
the Deep South and that his dattt) to fame, 
fighting automation to his death, was as a 
stevedore loading cotton bales. But In the 
1930's came Guy Johnson of North Carolina 
and Louis Chappel of West Virginia University 
and John Henry was given a change of venue 
to Big Bend Tunnel near the railroading town 
of Hinton. The foremost writer during the 
Deep South days of John Henry waa the late 
Roark Bradford„ whose Broadway play was 
staged In 19443 with Paul Robeson playing the 
part of John Henry. Although the concept was 
not West Virginia's, being Bradford's Instead 
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Buck HarlesM 

Many of these contributions have helped 


of Johnson's and Ouppd'i, fe p ^3 
Land mark In the Jobs Hnry up« 
wu the first uilQiii] notice put fc 
and made of him s popular Aa 
hero. HLUblUv learned ihm ifc h ’ 
play from a New York Times efypg 
In the back of i published wrlj* i i 
searched for ai the leqwit if ^ 
Whwltt who li doing i pUj»W 
and turned over to him *he* l ay * 
York Times dipping *P9^ * 

time the New York **» 1 
ratogravuer plchwt lectka. 
author's story oo ike pb j> 1 
was used. Thai u» 
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